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Taiwan Bar Association Climate Declaration
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The World Meteorological Organization has confirmed that the global
temperature has exceeded 1.5°C for the first time in 2024, officially ushering in
the era of 1.5°C warming. The international scientific community has repeatedly
warned that climate change caused by human-induced emissions of greenhouse
gases will inflict irreversible damage on Earth’s ecosystems and societies. The
"National Scientific Report: Climate Change in Taiwan," co-published by the
Taiwan's National Science and Technology Council and the Ministry of
Environment, outlines the impacts of climate change on Taiwan. These impacts
include rising sea temperatures and levels, increased flooding, stronger typhoons
and storm surges, deteriorating air quality in autumn and winter, heavy rainfall,
flooding, droughts, and the collapse of mountain slopes and river basins. The
report also highlights other climate change impacts, such as food security crises

resulting in a decline in agriculture, fishery, and livestock production, loss of



biodiversity resulting in a decrease in suitable forest areas and marine
biodiversity, urban heat islands, negative impacts on resource conservation and
environmentally sensitive areas in both urban and rural regions. Furthermore,
the report emphasizes that climate change increases risks to public physical and
mental health. These issues clearly demonstrate that Taiwan, a mountainous
island nation surrounded by the sea, is facing multiple risks and is extremely

vulnerable under climate change.
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The climate crisis not only alters the conditions necessary for human survival,
but also profoundly affects the national constitutional order, fundamental rights
of the people, and social fairness and justice. As a member of the global legal
community and the representative organization of Taiwan's legal profession, the
Taiwan Bar Association ("Association™) cannot stand aside in this time of
climate emergency. We are committed to defending democracy, the rule of law,
freedom, and human rights and hereby present the following Climate Declaration

("Declaration™) to affirm our commitment to climate action:
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I.  Acknowledging the Consensus on Global Climate Governance and

Implementing the Principles of International Law
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We acknowledge the fundamental principles of climate governance and the
common objectives set forth in Article 3 of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Article 2 of the Paris Agreement,
in particular the goal of limiting the global average temperature increase to 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels to reduce the risks and impacts of climate change.
Based on the principles of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities,
we strive to safeguard the climate system for the benefit of present and future
generations. We understand that climate mitigation and adaptation are global
responsibilities. Although Taiwan is not a party to the abovementioned climate
conventions, it has the responsibility and capability to participate in global
climate action. Therefore, we call on the Taiwanese government to recognize
and respond to the international scientific consensus on mitigation and
adaptation, propose responsible and appropriate greenhouse gases reduction
targets, and implement them in accordance with the law. Furthermore, we urge
the Taiwanese government to enhance the capacity of vulnerable groups to cope
with the impacts of climate change. Additionally, we call on the Taiwanese
government to integrate community- and Indigenous Peoples-based climate
adaptation policies and measures to ensure that Taiwan fulfills its responsibilities

in global climate governance.
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Il. Affirming a Clean, Healthy, and Sustainable Environment as a

Universal Human Right
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We affirm the resolutions adopted by the United Nations Human Rights Council
in 2021 and the United Nations General Assembly in 2022, which recognize
access to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment as a universal human
right. The profound impacts of climate change are reflected in the deprivation of
human rights and the exacerbation of social inequality. Extreme climate events
threaten people's rights to life, health, livelihood, housing, work, property, and
culture. These events also have systemic impacts on women, children,
Indigenous Peoples, farmers and fishers, as well as marginalized and vulnerable
communities. Therefore, we call on the Taiwanese government to treat ""climate
and human rights" as a core principle of national policy and legislation and to
establish climate-related human rights impact assessment mechanisms that

ensure climate governance upholds human rights and social justice.
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I11. Establishing a Democratic Climate Governance System Based on the
Constitution
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According to the Constitution of the Republic of China (Taiwan) and its
Additional Articles, the government is responsible for safeguarding the lives and
safety of its people, the ecological environment, public health, and the well-
being of future generations. We emphasize that Taiwan’s climate governance
framework should be based on the constitutional democratic processes, the rule
of law, and the protection of fundamental rights. Transparency of information
and broad public participation throughout the decision-making process are
essential to upholding procedural justice, enhancing policy legitimacy, and
securing societal support for major climate policies. To prevent climate policies
from becoming purely technocratic in nature, the government must also protect

the people's right to know, their right to oversight, and their freedom from harm.
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IV. Promoting Legal Reform to Build Institutional Resilience
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The risks posed by climate change are structural in nature. We urge the
Taiwanese government to promptly conduct a comprehensive review of the
current legal and regulatory framework—including laws governing land use,
energy, industry, disaster response, financial supervision, transportation, and
infrastructure—to assess the need for legislative amendments in response to

climate change risks. We further call on the Taiwanese government to



incorporate climate risk assessments and net-zero emission strategies to enhance
institutional resilience and flexibility. At the same time, legal tools should be
fully utilized to promote sustainable corporate transformation, guide green
investments, and strengthen disclosure of greenhouse gases and climate-related
risks, with an aim to encourage the private sector to collectively take on climate
responsibilities and implement sustainable corporate governance and

accountability.
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V. Strengthening Communication Mechanisms Between Climate Change

and the Judiciary, and Advancing Legal Initiatives for Climate
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Climate litigation is surging worldwide. We believe that the judiciary should not
shy away from climate governance. Rather, it should serve as the guardian of
climate justice, and legal professionals should play a leading role in advancing
climate justice. We advocate that both the public and private sectors in Taiwan
review the litigation system, assess the judiciary’s accessibility to individuals
harmed by climate change, and consider introducing dedicated provisions for
citizen or public interest litigation to the Climate Change Response Act.
Additionally, our judiciary should enhance training for judges on climate laws

and foster interdisciplinary knowledge related to climate issues.
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V1. Realizing Just Emissions Reduction and Just Transition
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We support science-based targets and measures for reducing greenhouse gases.
However, we believe that the public and private sectors should examine climate
actions through the lens of a just transition to ensure that “no one is left behind.”
Policies aimed at reducing greenhouse gases and climate transition should
consider their potential impact on vulnerable groups, such as industrial workers,
Indigenous Peoples, farmers and fishers, the elderly, children, persons with
disabilities, and local communities. These policies should also be accompanied
by concrete measures to safeguard the fundamental rights of these vulnerable
groups. Legal professionals have a responsibility to reconcile competing
interests during the climate transition process and ensure that mitigation efforts
do not divide society. We also call on the Taiwanese government to establish
institutional mechanisms for just transition assessments, participation and
dialogue platforms in climate policy, climate compensation funds, and green job

training programs, so that climate justice can be realized within the system.
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VI1. Strengthening Adaptation Policies and Resilience Building
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Extreme climate events such as floods, droughts, heatwaves, typhoons, and
ecological imbalance pose unprecedented threats to people's lives and property.
Adaptation is essential for national survival and societal stability in the face of
climate emergencies. We believe adaptation should extend beyond engineering
projects and early warning systems to include comprehensive, community-based
and Indigenous Peoples-based climate adaptation policies and measures within
the legal framework. We urge the Taiwanese government to incorporate climate
risk considerations into institutional frameworks for spatial planning, spatial
design, soil and water conservation, public health, and social welfare. This
integration is essential to safeguarding the right to livelihood and adequate
housing for our people. Moreover, this integration will ensure that Taiwanese

society possesses the capacity for a collective response and joint action.
8~ FlFA ¥R AARYHT

VIII. Leading Legal Institutionalization of Industry Practices and

Sustainable Transformation
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Another pillar of climate action lies in the sustainable transformation of
enterprises and the market reform and restructuring. Given the global increase

in Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) practices and sustainable



finance, as well as the implementation of carbon border adjustment mechanism,
we support the Taiwanese government in moving beyond administrative
guidance through robust legal frameworks that embed sustainability into the core
of industrial governance. We advocate for proactive legislation to enhance
sustainability disclosure regimes, require the formulation and implementation of
emissions reduction plans, enhance responsible accounting, and empower
supervisory authorities. These measures will ensure that consumers and
investors receive complete and accurate climate-related information, thereby

fostering sustainable markets built on trust and transparency.
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IX. Encouraging and Supporting Lawyer Members to Take Climate Action
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We encourage and support our members in taking climate action, including, but
not limited to, the following:
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Adopting climate-conscious strategies in legal practice.
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Advising clients of the potential risks, liabilities, and reputational harm

that could result from their activities exacerbating the climate crisis.
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Methods may include collectmg and providing practical experiences from other countries for
members' reference, compiling climate practice guidelines for lawyers, organizing climate
seminars, and awarding climate lawyer award during Lawyer's Day.



Encouraging corporate clients to voluntarily disclose the climate-related
risks to their business operations, including those across their supply

chains.
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Participating in climate advocacy and climate dispute resolution,
including mediation, negotiation, and litigation. Providing services to
assist those adversely affected by the climate crisis on a pro bono basis,

voluntarily, or at reduced fees.
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X. Promoting the Association’s Climate Action

1~

AR RT R S RO 6 FTRE & F 2y ’f'JE.‘%‘« 2B
et & 15 i f k2 FRVIYAL -~ 1 TP A g BT ¢
EH 6 ARl S sk F BAR SHRHF 520D

RER &=
e A A

\\\?{r

In order to foster climate awareness and develop legal capacity to address
climate change, we will actively collaborate with local bar associations,
government agencies, businesses, non-profit organizations, and
universities to offer climate law training courses, workshops, or seminars

open to lawyer members and the general public.
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We will endeavor to conduct a carbon footprint assessment of the
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Association, develop emissions reduction plans and specific measures
based on the inventory findings, and publish progress reports regularly.
The findings of the inventory, the reduction plans and measures, and the
progress reports will be made public. We will also ensure that members

have the right to participate and provide input.
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To advance the goals set forth in Articles | through VIII of this
Declaration, we will actively participate in and monitor the formulation
and implementation of climate laws and policies at the local, national,
regional, and international levels. Our participation may include, but is
not limited to, providing legal opinions, issuing public statements, and

attending relevant meetings.

-11 -



