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Mr. President,

We welcome the report of the Special Rapporteur on the duty to protect the right to life of all human
rights defenders.

Despite the fact that homicides rates have decreased in El Salvador since 2015, they are still among
the highest in Central America. To tackle this situation, in January 2015 the Government adopted “Plan
El Salvador Seguro”, with a comprehensive approach to address violence. However, the Government
has not provided sufficient and continued budget to the prevention of violence, of perpetrators and
protection and rehabilitation of victims.

On June 20th, the Government, announced a new security plan titled “Territorial Control”. The plan
focuses on strengthening the presence of law enforcement officials in places, where they believe gangs
are extorting civilian populations. The authorities stated that law enforcement officers will not hesitate
in using the necessary force to prevent and punish crime in the targeted territories and that law
enforcement officials will be provided with more and modern ammunition. 3000 military personnel
and 2500 police officers were deployed in 12 municipalities, and on 24 June, the government deployed
500 military personnel and 500 police officers to 5 new municipalities.

We are concerned that this hardline approach to violence results in an increase of crimes by security
forces. There is a de facto impunity for abuses committed by state forces. According to official data,
persons of low income, youth, LGBT persons and women are particularly vulnerable to abuses.
Extrajudicial executions, as other grave violations, are not effectively investigated in accordance with
international standards. This crime is not codified and there are no official statistics on the magnitude
its practice.

We invite the Special Rapporteur to continue monitoring El Salvador and invite the Council to urge
the country to criminalize, investigate and punish crimes committed by public officers.

Thank you.



This statement was delivered by Cristian Schlick, Legal Consultant, Instituto de Derechos
Humanos de la Universidad Centroamericana (IDHUCA), cschlick@uca.edu.sv -
http://www.uca.edu.sv/idhuca/

For further information on the situation in El Salvador, please contact: Veronica Hinestroza, Senior
Programme Lawyer, International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute,
veronica.hinestroza@int-bar.org — http://www.ibanet.org
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