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The Law Council of Australia, LAWASIA and the International Bar Association Human Rights
Institute reiterate our grave concern regarding the ongoing crisis in Myanmar, and the military’s
attempts to legitimise its rule through a so-called ‘election’ that falls far short of international
standards."

Five years after the unconstitutional coup against the democratically-elected government,
conflict has intensified and the humanitarian crisis continues to deepen.

We are particularly concerned by laws introduced ahead of the polls that impose severe
penalties on those seeking to question the electoral process.? These laws further restrict civil
discourse and freedom of expression, and form part of a broader pattern of criminalising
protest and silencing criticism of the regime.

We reiterate our condemnation of the junta’s weaponisation of the legal system to perpetrate
and avoid accountability for grave human rights abuses,® including through the use of the
death penalty, and call for the immediate release of all political prisoners.*

We urge all States to intensify pressure on the junta to bring about a peaceful resolution to the
situation in Myanmar,® and to support effective international mechanisms to ensure
accountability for grave human rights violations and international crimes committed in
Myanmar.®

Statement delivered by Tania Wolff, President of the Law Council of Australia
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