
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

61st Session of the United Na1ons Human Rights Council 
11 March 2026 

General Debate ITEM 3 
 
The Interna1onal Bar Associa1on’s Human Rights Ins1tute, Human Rights Watch and the Interna1onal 
Commission of Jurists condemn the imposi1on of sanc1ons by the United States against Interna1onal 
Criminal Court (ICC) officials and those coopera1ng with it, including the ICC Prosecutor, two Deputy 
Prosecutors, and eight judges, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied  Pales1nian Territories, and 
three Pales1nian human rights NGOs.  
 
The legal obliga1on for States Par1es to the Rome Statute  to cooperate with the ICC is essen1al to 
ensuring accountability for some of the most serious crimes under interna1onal law. Effec1ve 
coopera1on — including execu1ng arrest warrants, suppor1ng inves1ga1ons, and protec1ng witnesses 
— enables the Court to carry out its mandate credibly and independently. 
 
The obliga1on to cooperate is cri1cal to realising vic1ms’ rights to effec1ve remedy and repara1on, and 
reinforces the mandate of this Council to promote accountability, address viola1ons, and prevent 
recurrence. Where serious human rights viola1ons amount to war crimes, crimes against humanity or 
genocide, effec1ve coopera1on with the ICC is an integral part of States’ human rights obliga1ons. 
Conversely,  insufficient coopera1on weakens accountability efforts and erodes confidence in 
mul1lateral ins1tu1ons. 
 
Chair, dis1nguished delegates, 
 
Efforts to undermine interna1onal accountability mechanisms, including a[acks against the ICC and UN 
Special Procedures, are unacceptable and must stop. We urge this Council to ensure full support to 
interna1onal jus1ce ins1tu1ons and resist any a[empts to obstruct accountability. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This statement was delivered by: 
Francesca Res1fo 
Senior Human Rights Lawyer and UN Representa1ve  
Interna1onal Bar Associa1on’s Human Rights Ins1tute (IBAHRI) 
 
For further informa1on please contact 
Francesca Res1fo, IBAHRI, francesca.res1fo@int-bar.org  
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