Recommendations from the Swedish Bar Association Regarding Measures in Response to Climate Change
On June 12, 2025, the Board of the Swedish Bar Association adopted the following recommendations to strengthen knowledge and engagement in climate action at the organizational level. The Bar Association supports the measures taken by the International Bar Association (IBA) and the statements made by the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) regarding lawyers' responsibilities to protect the environment and incorporate climate-conscious practices into their work. The Bar Association particularly emphasizes the following:
In 2016, the Bar Association introduced an ethical rule concerning the upholding of human rights in legal practice (VRGA 2.9). Through guidelines on integrating business and human rights issues into Swedish legal practice, the Bar Association has implemented the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, as well as IBA’s recommendations on these matters.

Background – The Paris Agreement
Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of our time, essential for securing the future of coming generations and supporting a healthy society. Strong action is needed to address the challenges of climate change and the associated loss of biodiversity.
The Paris Agreement, a legally binding international treaty, came into force in 2016 and has been ratified by nearly 200 countries, including Sweden and the EU. Its key points include:
· The goal to reduce emissions and keep global warming “well below 2°C” over time, with efforts to limit the increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
· Evaluations every five years to encourage countries to enhance their climate actions.
· Financial support for developing countries to increase their capacity to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change.
Every five years, each party to the Paris Agreement is expected to submit an updated national climate action plan detailing measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to rising temperatures.

EU Commitments
As a party to the Paris Agreement, the EU adopts a joint climate plan supported by all member states. Sweden, as part of the EU, is bound by these commitments. The long-term climate goal, outlined in the European Green Deal and the European Climate Law, is for Europe to be climate-neutral by 2050. This means net-zero greenhouse gas emissions across the EU through emission reductions, investments in green technology, and protection of the natural environment. A milestone goal is to reduce emissions by at least 55% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels.

Sweden’s Climate Goals
In 2017, Sweden adopted a climate policy framework to ensure long-term conditions for the transition needed to meet climate goals and contribute to the Paris Agreement’s temperature targets. The framework includes a climate law, climate goals, and a Climate Policy Council. The government must develop a climate action plan every four years. The Council is an interdisciplinary expert body that independently evaluates government climate policy.
Sweden’s long-term climate goal is to have no net greenhouse gas emissions by 2045. This means emissions within Sweden must be at least 85% lower than 1990 levels by 2045. The remaining 15% can be achieved through complementary measures such as carbon sequestration in forests and land, carbon capture technologies, or actions in other countries. Interim targets include a 63% reduction by 2030 and a 75% reduction by 2040 compared to 1990 levels.

The Bar Association’s Goals and Measures
Commitment to combating climate change and promoting a sustainable environment is a matter of fundamental social responsibility. The legal profession plays a vital role in global efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change, supporting the rule of law, human rights, and access to justice, all of which may be threatened by climate change and biodiversity loss.
Accelerating climate change risks increasing global inequality and conflict, which in turn may affect access to justice and fundamental legal principles. Lawyers are obligated to act in accordance with the guiding rules of professional conduct, prioritizing clients’ interests. The Bar Association can strengthen lawyers’ contributions to positive societal change through supportive signals.
Goals:
· Ensure climate issues remain a key part of strategy and operations.
· Continuously reduce environmental footprint by reviewing operations and work methods.
· Demonstrate leadership in climate and sustainability by raising awareness of the climate crisis and the need for action.
Examples of Measures:
· Engage in legislative reforms related to climate change that affect legal practice and the rule of law.
· Collaborate with other bar associations, professional organizations, academia, and others focused on climate action.
· Encourage law firms to take a proactive approach to mitigate the climate crisis and promote adaptation.
· Involve law students, recent graduates, and experienced lawyers by integrating climate issues into education and informing them how to support climate goals in client advice.
· Promote ongoing education for lawyers on climate change issues.
· Support efforts by lawyers and law firms to adopt climate-conscious practices, including sustainable methods, practical actions, and policies to reduce environmental impact.
