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Organization:  Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada  

Item 7: Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the 

situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories 

occupied since 1967  

Date: 26 March 2024 

Speaker: Joey Doyle 

 

Oral Statement to the 55th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ Rights Watch 

Canada (LRWC), and the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, NGOs in 

special consultative status  

 

Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT): Halt atrocity crimes and violations against human 

rights defenders  

 

Mr. President,  

 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada and the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute 

condemn Israel’s ongoing atrocities and war crimes against civilians in Gaza, particularly 

children.1  

 

We also denounce Israel’s systematic, discriminatory misuse of laws and orders against people 

throughout the OPT, including human rights lawyers2  and defenders criminalized and arbitrarily 

detained based on secret information, without charges or trials by independent and impartial 

courts.3 Reports of incommunicado detention, enforced disappearances, torture and ill-treatment, 

and gender-based violence against defenders and others, including children4 are increasing, along 

with reports of denial of access to lawyers.5  

Defenders are among those attacked with impunity by illegal Israeli settlers in the OPT.6 We also 

deplore arbitrary detention and attacks against defenders and others by OPT authorities.7 

We call for urgent measures to secure:  

• An immediate ceasefire and a halt to all weapons sales and other assistance contributing to 

atrocities, war crimes and human rights violations; 

• Implementation of the January 2024 provisional measures ordered by the International 

Court of Justice without further delay;   

• Release of all arbitrarily detained persons, including lawyers, defenders, journalists, 

humanitarian and health care workers, and hostages;  

• Compliance with all international law and standards; and  

• Cooperation with UN bodies, all Special Procedures, and the ICC. 

Thank you. 
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