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Human Rights
Institute

Consejo de Derechos Humanos de 1a ONU, sesién 62

Punto 4: Dialogo Interactivo sobre Ia situacion de los derechos humanos en la Repiiblica
Bolivariana de Venezuela

26 junio 2026

Declaraciéon oral conjunta

[Impartida en espanol]

La International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, Lawyers for Lawyers y Judges for Judges,
siguen preocupando que las estructuras institucionales que han sustentado graves violaciones de los derechos
humanos en Venezuela durante afios permanezcan firmemente vigentes, y que aun no se ha emprendido ningiin
proceso auténtico de justicia transicional para garantizar la rendicién de cuentas por crimenes pasados
cometidos por funcionarios estatales, la mayoria de los cuales permanecen en sus cargos.

Si bien acogemos con satisfaccion la Ley de Amnistia y la puesta en libertad de algunos presos politicos,
observamos la falta de transparencia en su aplicacion. Al menos 379 personas! permanecen encarceladas bajo
cargos fabricados, en condiciones de detencion totalmente incompatibles con las normas internacionales, en
algunos casos equivalentes a tortura. A otras personas, como la jueza Afiuni, se les siguen manteniendo abiertos
los procedimientos judiciales y las restricciones a sus derechos, a pesar de haber cumplido la pena que se les
impuso.

Ningun proceso crefble de justicia transicional puede avanzar mientras estos casos emblematicos permanezcan
sin resolver. Las concesiones cosméticas deben dar paso a una reforma estructural, que incluya el
desmantelamiento de las fuerzas estatales responsables de graves abusos, asi como una reforma profunda de
los sistemas judicial del pafs, que garantice la independencia del poder judicial y de la abogacia y el respeto de
los derechos humanos en la administraciéon de justicia. Tomamos nota de la reciente reforma que amplia el
numero de magistrados en el Tribunal Supremo y llamamos a que las 24 vacantes se cubran conforme a
estandares internacionales de independencia judicial.

Instamos a las autoridades venezolanas a liberar de forma inmediata a todas las personas detenidas
arbitrariamente; a llevar a cabo investigaciones imparciales sobre todas las violaciones graves; y a otorgar acceso
pleno y permanente al pafs a la OACNUDH.

Esta declaracion ha sido pronunciada por:

Eleonora Scala

Programme Lawyer

International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI)

! Foro Penal, "La Represion en Cifras", disponible en: https://foropenal.com/represion-en-cifrast#presos-politicos [Gltima
consulta el 22.06.2020].


https://foropenal.com/represion-en-cifras#presos-politicos

Eleonora.scala@int-bar.org

Para obtener mas informacién, péngase en contacto con:
Francesca Restifo

Senior Human Rights Lawyer and UN Representative
International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI)
Francesca.restifo@int-bar.org

UN Human Rights Council, 6274 Session

Item Agenda 4: Interactive Dialogue on the situation of human rights in the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela

26 June 2026

Joint Oral Statement

The International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, Lawyers for Lawyers and Judges for
Judges remain concerned that the institutional structures that have sustained gross human rights violations in
Venezuela for years remain firmly in place, and that no genuine transitional justice process has yet been
undertaken to ensure accountability for past crimes by state officials, the majority of whom remain in office.

While we welcome the Amnesty Law and the release of some political prisoners, we note the lack of
transparency in its application. At least 379 individuals? remain imprisoned on fabricated charges, in conditions
of detention utterly incompatible with international standards, in some cases amounting to torture. Others, like
Judge Afiuni, keep having proceedings open against them and restrictions to their rights in effect despite having
served the time associated with their sentence.

No credible transitional justice process can proceed while such emblematic cases remain unresolved. Cosmetic
concessions must give way to structural reform, including dismantling abusive state forces responsible for
serious abuses, and an overhaul of the country’s judicial system that guarantees the independence of the
judiciary and the legal profession, and respect for human rights in the administration of justice. We note the
recent reform increasing the number of justices in the Supreme Tribunal and call for the 24 resulting vacancies
to be filled in compliance with international standards on judicial independence.

We call for the immediate release of all arbitrarily detained persons, impartial investigations into all serious
violations, and full, permanent OHCHR access to the country.

This statement was delivered by:

Eleonora Scala

Programme Lawyer

International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI)
Eleonora.scala@int-bar.org

For more information, please contact:
Francesca Restifo

2 Foro Penal, “La Represion en Cifras”, available at: <https://foropenal.com/represion-en-cifras#presos-politicos> [last
accessed on 22.06.2020].
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Senior Human Rights Lawyer and UN Representative
International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI)
Francesca.restifo@int-bar.org
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