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Joint oral statement
Mr. President,

Lawyers for Lawyers, the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, and Lawyers’ Rights
Watch Canada thank the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission for its continued work.

The Mission’s findings confirm not only the brutal and systematic targeting of civilians but also the
progressive dismantling of Sudan's justice system by both parties to the conflict. Lawyers representing
individuals accused of links to the RSF, or belonging to marginalised ethnic groups, are at increased
risk.

Since April 2023, at least 16 lawyers in Sudan have reportedly been killed, and dozens more forcibly
disappeared, arbitrarily detained or prosecuted in connection with their professional activities, forcing
some into hiding or exile. Reports also indicate raids on law offices, confiscation of privileged materials,
and restricted access to clients in prison. This year alone, at least 31 lawyers were reportedly suspended
or disbarred by disciplinary bodies lacking a recognised legal mandate.

These attacks severely undermine the protection and independence of lawyers, further eroding the rule
of law in Sudan, and leaving civilians increasingly without effective legal protection amid the ongoing
conflict, particularly those facing charges carrying the death penalty.

We urge the Council to respond robustly to the ever-worsening situation in Sudan by extending the
Mission’s mandate in full for another two years and equipping it with the resources it needs to adequately
investigate ongoing human rights violations, including against lawyers, in advance of accountability.

We thank you.
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