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FIDIC Conditions of Contract

Balanced ⎯⎯⎯
Seen as generally fair apportioning of risks, rights and 
obligations between parties (not Silver Book)

Engineer ⎯⎯⎯ Two party contract, three party execution (Red and Yellow)

Accepted ⎯⎯⎯ In wide use for international contracting

Supported ⎯⎯⎯
Recommended or required by multilateral development bank 
Standard Bidding Documents

Continuity ⎯⎯⎯ Long-term use gives familiarity and degree of certainty

Proactive ⎯⎯⎯ Dispute avoidance and early resolution focused



FIDIC’s Guidelines for Amending Conditions 
Golden Principles

• FIDIC strongly recommends that the Employer, the Contractor and all 
drafters of the Special Provisions take all due regard of the five FIDIC Golden 
Principles as to ensure that modifications to the General Conditions:

• are limited to those necessary for the particular features of the Site and 
the project, and necessary to comply with the applicable law;

• do not change the essential fair and balanced character of a FIDIC contract; 
and

• the Contract remains recognisable as a FIDIC contract.
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FIDIC Golden Principles

• GP1: The duties, rights, obligations, roles and responsibilities of all the 
Contract Participants must be generally as implied in the General Conditions, 
and appropriate to the requirements of the project.

• GP2: The Particular Conditions must be drafted clearly and unambiguously.

• GP3: The Particular Conditions must not change the balance of risk/reward 
allocation provided for in the General Conditions.

• GP4: All time periods specified in the Contract for Contract Participants to 
perform their obligations must be of reasonable duration.

• GP5: All formal disputes must be referred to a Dispute Adjudication Board 
for a provisionally binding decision as a condition precedent to arbitration.
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The Engineer





Yellow book



Yellow book?



Ground Conditions





Termination by the Contractor (SC 16.2)



Termination by the Contractor (SC 16.2)



Termination by the Contractor (SC 16.2)



Indemnities  (SC 17.1)



Indemnities  (SC 17.1)



Dispute Resolution



Dispute Resolution
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