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Guidelines and information for contributors 

 
1) The Journal of Energy & Natural Resources Law (JERL) is the leading refereed journal in the field of energy 
and natural resources law. Its coverage includes oil and gas law, mineral law (covering legal questions relating 
to minerals, including non-fuel minerals and the nuclear fuel cycle), coal law, water law and renewable energy 
law (which includes legal aspects of such matters as hydro and geothermal power, solar, tidal, wind and ocean 
energy, and timber and agricultural waste use). 

 
2) The Editor welcomes the submission of articles that illuminate legal problems or issues currently faced by 
governments, companies and international organisations by setting them within their general legal, economic 
or political context. Of particular interest will be articles that record the actual experience of lawyers resolving 
practical problems or developing legal devices or techniques, as well as those from academics contributing the 
fruits of their research into larger issues of law, economics or politics. 

 

3) Articles should not normally exceed 10,000 words in length. Exceptionally, where the nature of the topic 
warrants it, the Editor will be prepared to consider longer articles. All articles should include a word count 
(including footnotes) on the title page. 

 
4) The Editor also welcomes the submission (especially by practitioners) of shorter notes and comments of up 
to 3,000 words on matters that are of interest to the journal’s readers but that do not lend themselves to full-
length article treatment. 

 
5) The article must be the original work of the author. If it contains material that is someone else’s copyright, 
the unrestricted permission of the copyright owner must be obtained and evidence of this submitted with the 
article and the material should be clearly identified and acknowledged within the text. The article shall not, to 
the best of the author’s knowledge, contain anything which is libellous, illegal, or infringes anyone’s copyright 
or other rights. 

 

6) Except in special circumstances, the Editor will not consider articles published or to be published elsewhere. 
Authors are asked to confirm that their article has not and will not be so published, or to explain the relevant 
circumstances. 

 

7) Copyright will normally be assigned to the IBA and the IBA will have the exclusive right to first publication 
both to reproduce and/or distribute an article (including the Terms and Conditions for submission of articles 
abstract) itself throughout the world in printed, electronic or any other medium, and in turn to authorise 
others (including Reproduction Rights Organisations such as the Copyright Licensing Agency and the Copyright 
Clearance Center) to do the same. Following first publication, such publishing rights shall be nonexclusive, 
except that publication in another journal will require permission from and acknowledgment of the IBA. Such 
permission may be obtained from the Director of Content at editor@int-bar.org. 

 
8) The title and author of the article should be clearly indicated together with brief personal details, postal and 
e-mail address to be published with the article. 

 
9) Authors of articles are asked to provide a brief headnote of around 100 words describing the contents of 
their article. 

 
10) All articles are refereed to ensure both accuracy and relevance. Authors may be asked to revise their 
articles before final acceptance. 

 
11) Authors are asked to supply the name and current e-mail contact details for at least one potential 
reviewer (please note that the Editor assumes no obligation to send the article to the suggested 
individual for review). 

 

12) Authors of articles are asked to use the approved form of citation of legal materials common in their own 
country. 

mailto:editor@int-bar.org.


13) All materials for the journal must be in English. In special circumstances, articles written in a foreign 
language will be considered for translation and publication. Such articles, when submitted to the Editor, must 
be accompanied by a synopsis in English. 

 
14) Footnotes should be numbered consecutively throughout the text with Arabic numerals and should be as 
concise as possible. 

 

15) For a guide to house style please see IBA style guide http://tinyurl.com/ibastyleguide. 
 

16) The citation for the journal is in the following style: (2011) 29 JERL 321 (where 29 is the volume and 321 
the relevant page number). 

 
17) JERL uses Routledge's Submission Portal to manage the submission process. To submit, please visit the 
JERL homepage on T&F Online and click the ‘submit an article’ button. You will need to log in to the 
submission portal; this can be done using your T&F account, your institutional account, or with your ORCiD. 
The submission portal will take you through a series of questions to capture the necessary author and 
article information, and you will be asked to upload your article files. Please have your abstract and 
keywords available, as you will be asked to enter these elements separately. (Alternatively, you can email 
your typescript as a Microsoft Word document to the Editor Don C Smith at dcsmith@law.du.edu). 

 
18) If you don't already have an ORCiD, creating one takes 30 seconds and will allow you to login to a 
variety of other publishers’ systems as well as uniquely identifying your contribution to the scholarly 
record. 

 

19) Authors are recommended to keep a copy of their article. 
 
 

All typescripts to: 
 

www.tandfonline.com/toc/rnrl20/current 
or Don C Smith at dcsmith@law.du.edu 

 

All IBA style queries to: 
 

editor@int-bar.org 
International Bar Association 

4th Floor, 10 St Brides Street 

London EC4A 4AD 

United Kingdom 

T: + 44 (0) 20 7842 0090 

F: + 44 (0) 20 7842 0091 
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