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Senior legal counsel at Zimmer Biomet’s

EMEA headquarters in Switzerland, a leading

manufacturer of orthopaedic implants. He is

lead counsel for the EMEA Customer

Excellence function and is responsible for all

product liability as well as cross border

litigation in EMEA. Phillip advises on all legal

matters in Switzerland, the UK and Ireland

and of the Quality/Regulatory teams. He also

chairs the company’s global Competition

Law practice group. Phillip is admitted to the

New York and the Swiss bars and holds

degrees from Columbia Law School (LL.M.)

and University of St. Gallen (Masters in Law

and Economics and International

Management). Before moving in-house, he

practiced in a major Swiss law firm for

several years.

Government Affairs and Policy Manager at

Johnson & Johnson. His work focuses on

European Union health policy, tackling

significant issues such as the EU Pharma

Package and medicine shortages, and he

leads J&J’s work on the European Health

Data Space. Prior to J&J, Bastian held

temporary roles at the European

Commission’s DG SANTE, the Federal

Foreign Office of Germany, and the

Representation of Bavaria to the

EU.Bastian is a German national and holds

a master’s degree in European Political

and Governance Studies from the College

of Europe in Bruges.

Based in the Firm’s Washington, D.C. office,
Vanessa represents clients in healthcare
regulatory matters, including those involving
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
Vanessa has advised pharmaceutical and
medical device manufacturers, healthcare
and technology companies, hospitals and
other providers in connection with regulatory
and compliance needs, as well as in
connection with M&A and capital-raising
transactions. Vanessa has extensive
experience counseling clients with respect to
FDA enforcement matters, health privacy,
security and breach issues, healthcare fraud
and abuse matters and cannabis and hemp
laws. Vanessa received her J.D., cum laude,
from American University, Washington
College of Law, an M.A., with honors, from
Queen’s University Belfast, and a B.A., magna
cum laude, from Valparaiso University. She is
admitted to practice in the District of
Columbia and Illinois.
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President of HL7 Spain. Computer Engineer
with more than 30 years of experience in
healthcare informatics in companies such as
Trak Healthcare, Dedalus, Agfa Healthcare
and Indra and is currently Director of
Medical IT at Fujifilm Healthcare. As a
founding member of HL7 Spain 19 years ago,
he has been responsible for the adaptations
of the standard to the requirements in
Spanish and regulations in Spain and has
promoted the use of this standard
throughout the country where its use is
mandatory, being also Spain one of the
leaders in the number of HL7 certifications
(Spain has more certificates than the USA)
mandatory in all public tenders in the
different regions of Spain. For all these
reasons, Hl7 International named him
"Fellow" in 2019.
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What is interoperability in healthcare?

(*) https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/344249/9789240020924-eng.pdf?sequence=1 3
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According to the WHO (*) 

“The ability of different applications to access, 
exchange, integrate and cooperatively use data in a 
coordinated manner through the use of shared 
application interfaces and standards, within and 
across organizational, regional and national 
boundaries, to provide timely and seamless 
portability of information and optimize health 
outcomes”
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What is interoperability in healthcare important?
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Interoperability plays a vital role in achieving effective healthcare delivery, especially in the digital era.

WHO and HL7 collaborate to support adoption of open interoperability standards, which are critical for 
consistent representation of data and information in health systems, allowing seamless communication 
and exchange of information across different software platforms. This continuity of care benefits 
patients and providers at all levels of the health system

The World Health Organization (WHO) has been actively involved in promoting interoperability in
healthcare systems and envisions a future where everyone benefits fully from clinical, public health,
and data-use recommendations.
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2004-8 2009-12 2016-21 2022-3 2023-4
• President 

Bush creates 
the Office of 
the National 
Coordinator 
(ONC) for 
Health 
Information 
Technology 
(HIT) 
through 
Executive 
Order 13335

• ONC awards 
contracts to 
accelerate 
interoperabl
e HIT 

• Federal HIT 
Strategic 
Plan

• Congress 
passes the 
Health 
Information 
Technology 
for Economic 
and Clinical 
Health Act 
(HITECH), to 
promote HIT 
infrastructur
e and provide 
financial 
incentives to 
providers to 
adopt HIT

• ONC HIT 
Certification 
Program for 
Electronic 
Health 
Record (EHR) 
systems

• Congress 
passes the 
21st Century 
Cures Act, 
which forbids 
“information 
blocking”

• Cures Act rule 
requires 
standardized 
APIs to 
promote 
interoperabilit
y and patient 
access to 
health 
information

• Leading Edge 
Acceleration 
Projects 
(LEAP) in HIT 
provide 
monetary 
awards for 
interoperable 
HIT

• ONC
publishes 
the Trusted 
Exchange 
Framework 
and 
Common 
Agreement 
(TEFCA) 
voluntary 
framework 
for electronic 
health 
information 
exchange 

• Designated 
Qualified 
Health 
Information 
Networks 
support the 
exchange of 
data 
governed by 
TEFCA

• Centers for 
Medicare & 
Medicaid 
Services (CMS) 
publishes the 
Interoperability 
and Prior 
Authorization 
Rule to 
improve 
patient access 
to health 
records

• ONC HTI-1 rule 
updates ONC
HIT 
Certification 
Program for 
algorithm 
transparency 
and 
information 
sharing

US Healthcare Interoperability Laws and Incentives
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EHDS – a (r)evolution in health data

Access to data

Harmonised technical standards
Provision of data

EHR systems governance

Data quality requirementsEmpowering patients
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