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Ukrainian mil-tech landscape

• War provided a boost to repurposing civil technologies to military

• A lot of IT talent works pro bono to help the military, which generates 
new technologies as a side product 

• Real-time battlefield testing provides unique feedback - very accurate 
and swift
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Main areas

• Drones and unmanned vehicles (software and hardware)

• Air defence

• Missiles and ammunition

• Data processing 
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Main challenges

• Lack of financing 

• Lack of centralisation (each team does independent R&D, which often 
duplicates)

• No access to existing technologies to build upon further research

• Lack of integration with Western command systems and equipment
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Nazar Chernyavsky has been with Sayenko Kharenko for 18
years and is the firm’s Managing Partner. He combines his
unique experience in finance and capital markets with a deep
understanding of the technology sector, telecom and
cybersecurity. Mr. Chernyavsky has reputation of one of the top
IT lawyers in Ukraine, advising investors and start-ups on
various aspects of their operations – setting up development
offices in Ukraine and introducing employee share plans,
acquiring IT businesses and IP assets, data protection
compliance, raising money through debt or equity, structuring
cross-border payments and taxes, etc.

Being a Vice Chair of the International Bar Association’s
Technology Committee and a regular visitor and speaker at
international and local conferences, Nazar serves as the Firm’s
primary contact for international companies and law firms
regarding various issues in the areas mentioned above. He also
supervises the firm’s TMC team, which focuses on companies in
the IT sector and regularly deals with IT outsourcing, tax
structuring and IPR protection.
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