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Supercharging ecosystems: are conservation parks 
to become key in the future economic recovery



Can natural 
ecosystems and 
conservation parks 
play a critical role in 
reducing carbon 
emissions and helping 
companies and 
governments reach 
their climate change 
obligations while 
keeping their 
economic growth?



Protected Areas
A clearly defined geographical space, recognized, dedicated and managed, through legal or other effective means, to achieve the long term conservation of nature with associated ecosystem 
services and cultural values. (IUCN Definition 2008)



The world's system is 
more representative
of the full 
range of 
ecosystems. 

82% of countries 
and territories 
have succeeded 
in increasing their 
Protected Areas 
and OECM 
coverage.

Since 2019 OECM 
have added a 
further 
1.6 million km2 to the 
global network.

Different types of 
governance: 
government, private, 
indigenous peoples and 
local communities, or 
any combination of 
these.

Other Effective area-based 
conservation measure



World
Protected

Areas

Terrestrial
16.54% -

22.500.000km2

Marine 
7.74% -

28.100.000km2

Brazil
Protected

Areas

Terrestrial 
18,70% -

1.591.687,89km2

Marine
26,48% -

985.042km2

Aichi Target 11 –

By 2020, at least 17 % of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 % of coastal and      marine 
areas, (…) are conserved through effectively and equitably managed (…) 



ICCAs Indigenous 
Peoples’ and Local 

Community Conserved 
Territories and Areas

Recognizes the ways of life, 
places of living and the 
rights of traditional peoples 
and

Indigenous Peoples’ lands 
(1/4 of Earth’s surface)

Earth’s surface



A New Global Framework for 
Managing Nature Through 2030

Comprises 21 targets and 10 ‘milestones’ proposed for 2030

At least 30 % globally 
of land and sea areas 
conserved, effectively 
and equitably 
managed 

Use EbA to contribute to mitigation and 
adaptation to climate change, (at least 10 
GtCO2e per year to mitigation). Avoid 
negative impacts on biodiversity

Redirect, repurpose, reform or 
eliminate incentives harmful for 
by at least $500 bi/year

Increase financial resources from all sources to at least 
US$ 200 bi/year, increasing by at least US$ 10 bi/year 
international financial flows to developing countries, 
leveraging private finance, and increasing domestic 
resource mobilization.



Protected Areas - Their benefits for society

Preserving important 
habitats 

maintaining ecosystem 
balance and services

safeguarding 
biodiversity

providing 
global food 

security, 

curbing the spread 
of diseases and 

pests

maintaining 
water quality

driving 
economic 

success

Keeping connections 
across landscapes that 

allow plants and 
animals to move

conserving 
natural 

resources

bringing 
resilience to 
catastrophic 

events 

Building 
resilience to 

climate change 
(Carbon storage)



What should be the roles of individuals, companies and governments?

We need to move from a passive-isolated 
management of protected areas to an 
active-inclusive and collaborative approach 
working across many sectors.



Carbon stocked in Brazilian Protected Areas  

Full protection Protected Areas 
(4GtCO2 in 54,3 million ha).

Sustainable use Protected Areas 
(6.5 GtCO2 in 102.1 million ha)

BRL 130.3 Bi (aprox. EUR 24,7bi) 
is the he monetary value of 
carbon stock conserved in 
Brazilian PAs

Highest carbon density 
1st Amazon and
2nd the Atlantic Forest 
3rd Cerrado

PAs were responsible for conserving 
10,5 GtCO2 equivalent, (4,6 times 
the total Brazilian emissions in 2016



BUT ……

In Brazil



2019

2020

2021

130% 
Deforestation  in 
Federal Protected 
Areas

138%
Deforestation  
in 
Indigenous 
Territories79%

Average 
deforestation  
in Protected 
Areas

1.5 million ha
of primary tropical 
forest lost 

Nearly 40% 
of global loss in 2021





Brazil GHG emissions (tCO2e) 2019-2020

Sectors 2019 % 2020 % Variation

Agrobusiness 562,987,702 29 577,022,998 27 2,5

Energy 412,466,747 21 393,705,260 18 -4,5

Industrial 
processes

99,472,616 5 99,964,389 5 0,5

Residual 90,399,714 5 92,047,812 4 1,8

Land use change 
and forest 
change

806,996,124 41 997,923,296 46 23,7

Gross total 
Emissions

1,972,322,903 2,160,663,755 9,5

Net total 
emissions

1,336,613,309 1,524,954,161 14,1

Urgent need to revert 
the weakening of 
environmental 
institutions and 
legislations

World emissions 
decreased 7%



WHY IS THIS HAPPENING?



Brazil´s decisons to take
the route to backwardness

Amazon biome is the most known but 
not the only one to suffer destruction



Brazil´s government decisons to
take the route to backwardness

Disrespect to 
indigenous 
and 
traditional 
groups  



Sustainable Finance for Brazilian
Protected Areas

334 Federal 
Protected
Areas



Lack of Financial Resources for 
Protected Areas

BRL 1,20 Per 
Hectare in 2022
EUR 0,2



“Carbon Initiatives” 

REDD and REDD+ projects (long standing projects – 30 years)

NGOs, communities and governments develop carbon projects in Protected Areas, usually sustainable use ones. Payments are done annually. Avoided deforestation. 
Different modalities under way: certification and compensation of emissions in the volunteer Market, concessions for companies with payment for ecosystem services for those living in 

the Protected Areas 
Use of known methodologies to certified carbon - ex. VCS -Verified Carbon Standard – and CCB (Climate, Community and Biodiversity)
Brazilian governments are launching different programs – Government is “granting” Protected Areas to companies - New concession model to pay for ecosystem services



Urgent needs and opportunities for Protected Areas

•Create opportunities for the economic 
sustainability of Protected Areas (FUNDs)

•Clearly promote Protected Areas by defining 
and applying public policies

•Recognize and regularize Indigenous Peoples 
lands

•Avoid and cease deforestation inside 
Protected Areas and recover degraded lands  



ATLANTIC FOREST 
AND MARINE 
PROTECTED 
AREAS FUND

AMAPÁ 
FUND
KAYAPÓ 
FUND

PERUAÇU FUND



Maria Cecilia Wey de Brito
cicawey@ekosbrasil.org




